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STATE ECONOMY 
29. Ms M.J. DAVIES to the Treasurer: 
I refer to the Treasurer’s recent commentary that the entire community, including the business sector, needs to 
contribute to overcoming the financial difficulties the state faces. 
(1) Does this include BHP and Rio Tinto? 
(2) If yes, how will the Treasurer be compelling them to contribute? 
(3) If no, why not? 
Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. 
Mr D.J. Kelly: National Party! 
Mr B.S. WYATT: What did I say? 
Mr D.J. Kelly: Opposition. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I apologise! I thank the Leader of the National Party for the question. 
(1)–(3) That is true. We have, as a new government, made a range of savings measures and people do not like 

some of them. I must admit, I am not thoroughly enjoying making them, but they must be made. The 
reality is that everybody has to contribute, and everybody will be looked to to contribute, including, I like 
to think, corporate Western Australia. I think corporate Western Australia wants to contribute and 
understands that it has to participate in the heavy lifting required, particularly over the next three or four 
years, as our GST returns to levels—we are all familiar with the debate—that are much fairer than they 
have been for a long period. Some announcements have been made. I will continue to make 
announcements, and no doubt the Premier will continue to make announcements, up to the budget. Most 
of them will be made at budget time on 7 September, but a range of announcements will also have to be 
made prior to the budget, as it will be late. For example, tariffs, fees and charges will have to be announced 
prior to their implementation on 1 July. But I will be looking to everybody—organisations and 
individuals—in the community to help us with the fiscal problems we currently face, which everybody 
on the other side of the chamber is no doubt very familiar with. In terms of specific impacts on specific 
potential or current taxpayers, the member will have to wait for the budget. 
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